in          HISTORY  OF UPPER ASSAM           31

bank and close to the Kocch border. This period appears
to have been one of little peace and rest for the Ahoms
who next year, 1532, had again to withstand an in-
vasion by Turbak Khan, a Moghul noble, who with
a large fleet sailed up the Brahmaputra to Singiri,
where he defeated the Ahom army which retired to
Salagarh on the south bank. Turbak again success-
fully attacked Salagarh and moved further east;
when luck turning, favoured his enemy. The Ahom
king sending large reinforcements by land and river
was at last successful ; and in a heavy battle again at
Duimunisila Turbak Js forces were defeated, he him-
self killed, and his head, as was customary, sent for
burial on Charaideo hill. The beaten and disorganised
forces were pursued by the victorious Ahoms through
Kocch territory to the Karatoya river. At the Dui-
munisila fight the recorded Mahomedan losses were
over 2,500 men, twenty-two ships, and many big
guns ; so that with the losses in the pursuit the
Moghul casualty list must have been a long one ;
while the booty that fell to the pursuers is stated to
have been twenty-eight elephants, a great number of
guns and matchlocks, with a quantity of gold and
silver ornaments and utensils. It is now that we find
the Ahoms taking to fire-arms and utilising the
numbers captured from the Moghuls in preference
to bows and spears. It is supposed that they were
taught their use and the rough manufacture of powder
by their Mahomedan prisoners, and certainly by the
time, of Mir Jumla's famous invasion of a century
later, or about 1662, they were proficient in the art
of forging iron for cannon, of making excellent
powder, and of intelligently using the same ; which